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She instructed all her friends to assume the same man-
ner; took all measures with infinite presence of mind;
did not hurry her departure, and yet set out with suf-
ficient promptness to prevent any coldness springing
up, and to show with what eagerness she profited by
the favour accorded to her, and which she had so much
wished.

No sooner was the courier gone who carried this
news to her, than the rumour of her return was whis-
pered all over the Court, and became publicly con-
firmed a few days afterwards. The movement that it
produced at Court was inconceivable. Only the
friends of Madame des Ursins were able to remain in
a tolerably tranquil state. Everybody opened his eyes
and comprehended that the return of such an important
personage was a fact that could not be insignificant.
People prepared themselves for a sort of rising sun that
was going to change and renew many things in nat-
ure. On every side were seen people who had scarcely
ever uttered her name, and who now boasted of their
intimacy with her and of her friendship for them.
Other people were seen, who, although openly allied
with her enemies, had the baseness to affect transports
of joy at her forthcoming return, and to flatter those
whom they thought likely to favour them with her.

She reached Paris on Sunday, the 4th of January,
1705. The Due d'Albe met her several miles out of
the city, escorted her to his house, and gave a fete in
her honour there. Several persons of distinction went
out to meet her. Madame des Ursins had reason to
be surprised at an entry so triumphant: she would not,
however, stay with the Due and Puchesse d'Albe, but